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(57) Abstract: Method and computer network (100) for enhanced security for applications using downloadable executable content 
is described. More particularly, a client (101) is operatively coupled to an authentication server (110) and a remote host (1 14) through 
a gateway (102). In an initial login session, authentication information is provided from the client (101) to the gateway (102) for 
obtaining client-authenticating credentials from the authentication server (110). These client-authenticating credentials may be en- 
coded to be in a form of a data string and provided to the client (101), for example as the value of an HTTP cookie. The encoded 
data string may be provided to the client (101) as one or more parameter values. These parameter values may be employed along 
with requested downloadable executable content, such as one or more Java classes, for running on the client. The Java classes may 
communicate the parameter values to an execution server (305) of the gateway (102) for decoding the encoded data string in order 
to extract the client-authenticating credentials therefrom. These client-authenticating credentials may then be used to obtain from 
the authentication server (110) one or more keys and/or other authenticating credentials to estabbsh a remote login session or other 
interactive communication with the remote host (114). 
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ENHANCED SECURITY FOR APPLICATIONS EMPLOYING 
DOWNLOADABLE EXECUTABLE CONTENT 

Technical Field 

5 The present invention generally relates to information technology, and more 

particularly relates to enhancing security for applications employing downloadable 
executable content over a computer network. 

Background Art 

10 In basic terms, people often wish to communicate with one another with a 

degree of privacy or confidentiality. Accordingly, in a computer network 
environment, a message may be enciphered before being transmitted over an 
insecure network, such as the Internet. The enciphered message has thus been 
converted from "plaintext" to "ciphertext." The intended receiver of the message 

15 may then decipher the "ciphertext" message to obtain a "plaintext" version thereof. 

The terms encipher and decipher are used instead of the terms encrypt and 
decrypt in accordance with ISO 7498-2. 

In the computer network environment, confidentiality is one goal among 
others. Other goals include authentication, authorization, data integrity, and 

20 nonrepudiation. By authentication, it is meant that it should be possible for the 

receiver of information to ascertain its origin to mitigate against the possibility of an 
interloper masquerading as the sender. By authorization, it is meant that is should 
be possible to ascertain whether a user is permitted to perform an operation. By data 
integrity, it is meant that it should be possible for the receiver of data to verify that it 

25 has not been modified in transit to mitigate against the possibility of an intruder 
introducing false data. By nonrepudiation, it is meant that a sender should not be 
able to falsely deny origination of a message sent by them. Thus, enhancing security 
of a computer network may include enhancing one or more of these goals of 
confidentiality, authentication, authorization, data integrity, and nonrepudiation. 

30 As mentioned above, plaintext is converted into ciphertext to enhance 

security. This transformation conventionally uses a cryptographic algorithm or 



WO 00/79432 



PCT/USOO/16055 



cipher. Moreover, a cipher is conventionally used to convert the ciphertext back to 
plaintext. For either type of conversion, a cipher is conventionally a mathematical 
function for enciphering or deciphering a message. 

Modern cryptography employs one or more "keys." A "key" in a 
5 cryptographic sense is employed to "lock" (encipher) or "unlock" (decipher) a 
message. However, a "key" in cryptographic sense is conventionally one or more 
numbers. In a security system premised on secrecy of keys and not secrecy of 
algorithms using the keys, algorithms may be widely published without significantly 
adversely harming security. 

10 Security protocols have been developed using one or more ciphers to achieve 

one or more of the above-mentioned goals of confidentiality, authentication, 
authorization, data integrity, and nonrepudiation. Two examples of such protocols 
are Kerberos and Secure Sockets Layer (SSL). Each of these protocols are 
described in more detail in U.S. Patent No. 5,923,756 issued July 13, 1999, entitled 

15 "Method for Providing Secure Remote Command Execution Over an Insecure 
Computer Network" to the named inventor herein (hereinafter referred to as 
"Shambroom-I"). 

In Shambroom-I, an approach for increasing security of data transmission 
between a client and a server is described. However, Shambroom-I does not provide 

20 enhance security with a "mobile code" technology, including without limitation Java 
(Java is a trademark of Sun Microsystems, Inc.). Java is one example of a platform- 
independent object-oriented programming language used for writing "applets" that 
are downloadable over a network (for example, the Internet) by a client and 
executable on the client's machine. "Applets" are applications programs that 

25 downloadable and run in a client's web browser or applet viewer. In other words, 
Shambroom-I does not provide enhanced security for applications employing 
downloadable executable content. 

Accordingly, it would be desirable to provide enhanced security for 
applications employing downloadable executable content. 



30 
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Disclosure of the Invention 

The present invention provides method and computer network for enhanced security 
for an application using downloadable executable content. Enciphered 
communication is established between a client and a gateway, and login information 
5 is provided from the client to the gateway. Communication is established between 
the gateway and an authentication server. Client-identifying information associated 
with the login information is provided to the authentication server, and in return 
client-authenticating information is obtained from the authentication server. The 
client-authenticating information is encoded and provided to the client. The encoded 

10 client-authenticating information may subsequently be provided to the gateway, 

which information may be accompanied by remote login information. This encoded 
client-authenticating information and remote login information may be used to 
dynamically create one or more parameter values. The one or more parameter 
values, as well as downloadable executable content, are provided from the gateway 

15 to the client. The application may execute the downloadable executable content on 
the client using the one or more parameter values. 

After which, the remote login information and the one or more parameter 
values may be provided from the client to an execution server of the gateway. The 
parameter values are decoded to obtain the encoded client-authenticating 

20 information. The encoded client-authenticating information is then decoded. At 
least a portion of the decoded client-authenticating information may be provided to 
the authentication server for receipt of one or more keys and/or other authenticating 
credentials for communication with a remote host. The one or more keys and/or 
other authenticating credentials and at least a portion of the remote login information 

25 may be used to establish communication with the remote host to provide a bi- 
directional data path between the remote login host and the client through the 
gateway. The bi-directional data path may comprise enciphered communication 
over an insecure network between the client and the gateway and between the 
gateway and the remote host. 

30 Accordingly, it should be appreciated that one or more security protocols 

may be employed in accordance with the present invention to establish enciphered 
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communication over the insecure network portions. This enciphered 
communication, along with the above-mentioned method and computer network 
may be used for enhanced security for a subsequent login session, including without 
limitation a remote login session. Advantageously, method and computer network 
5 in accordance with the present invention may be employed for remote maintenance 
of a computer or computer network, electronic commerce ("e-commerce"), and the 
like where enhanced security is desirable. Additionally, it should be appreciated that 
such method and computer network allows for a security protocol, which may not be 
supported by a particular client, to be supported owing to the downloadable 
10 executable content. 

These and other features, advantages, objects and embodiments of the 
present invention will become more apparent from reading the following Detailed 
Description of the Preferred Embodiments or by practicing the present invention. 

15 Brief Description of Drawings 

FIGS. 1 through 4 are block diagrams of exemplary portions of embodiments 
of a computer network in accordance with the present invention. 

In the drawings, same reference numbers refer to like components 
throughout the several figures. 

20 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

In the following detailed description, reference is made to the accompanying 
drawings which form a part of this detailed description, and in which, shown by way 
of illustrative example, specific embodiments are described. These embodiments 

25 are described in sufficient detail to enable those of skill in the art to practice the 
present invention. However, it is to be understood that other embodiments of the 
present invention not described herein in detail may be utilized. Therefore, the 
following detailed description is not to be taken in a limiting sense. 

Referring to FIG. 1, there is illustratively shown a block diagram of an 

30 exemplary portion of an embodiment of a computer network 100 in accordance with 
the present invention. By computer network, it is meant one or more computers 
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operatively coupled to one or more other computers via one or more data links. 
Computer network 100 comprises client 101 operatively coupled via data link 104 
for communicating with gateway 102, and comprises gateway 102 operatively 
coupled via data link 1 1 1 for communicating with authentication server 1 10. Data 
5 links 104 and 1 1 1, as well as data link 313 (illustratively shown in FIG. 3), may 
comprise a portion of an insecure network, including without limitation a non- 
private network, a virtual private network, and the like. An example of an insecure 
network is the Internet. Accordingly, such data links may comprise any of a number 
connection types, including without limitation cellular, satellite, phone line, cable 

10 TV line, local area network (LAN), wide area network (WAN), and the like. To 
more clearly describe the present invention, an Internet embodiment for computer 
network 100 is described herein below in this Detailed Description. However, it 
should be appreciated that computer network 100 may comprise any of a number of 
data communication protocols other than Transmission Control Protocol/Internet 

15 Protocol (TCP/IP). 

Client 101 may be a client workstation, such as a computer. By way of 
example and not limitation, client 101 may comprise a computer running an 
operating system such as UNIX (including without limitation variants of UNIX; 
UNIX is a trademark of AT&T), WindowsNT (WindowsNT is a trademark of 

20 Microsoft Corporation), Windows98 or Windows CE (Windows is a trademark of 
Microsoft Corporation), among others. Client 101 includes at least one browser 103 
(hereinafter "web browser 103"), which by way of example and not limitation may 
comprise browser software such as Netscape Navigator (Netscape Navigator is a 
trademark of Netscape Communication Corp.), Microsoft Internet Explorer, among 

25 others for browsing the World Wide Web. 

As mentioned above, client 101 is operatively coupled to gateway 102 via 
data link 104. Gateway 102, which by way of example and not limitation, may 
comprise one or more computers running an operating system such as UNIX, 
WindowsNT, among others. Gateway 102 includes server 105 (hereinafter "web 

30 server 105") which may comprise "web" server software such as Apache, Netscape 
Enterprise Server (Netscape Enterprise Server is a trademark of Netscape 
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Communication Corp.), Microsoft Internet Information Server, among others for 
providing a web server to the World Wide Web. Notably, the term "server" as used 
herein may comprise a computer having an operating system. To more clearly 
describe the present invention, a UNIX embodiment for computer network 100 is 
5 described herein below in this Detailed Description. However, it should be 
appreciated that network computer 100 may comprise one or more operating 
systems. 

Web browser 103 and web server 105 exchange information using a protocol 
stack, which may include a transport security layer like SSL or some other security 

10 protocol that uses one or more ciphers. Accordingly, web server 105 and web 

browser 103 may thus electrically communicate with one another in an enciphered 
state over data link 104. In an embodiment employing SSL, web server 105 obtains 
an X.509 from certificate database 5. At or near the end of initialization of this 
security protocol, web browser 1 03 provides in an enciphered state an inquiry to 

15 web server 105. The inquiry may be in the form of a Hypertext Transport Protocol 
(HTTP) request for Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) form requesting user 
identification information, conventionally username and password. Subsequent to 
this inquiry, initial login data 10, provided by a user of client 101, is enciphered (an 
asterisk is used in the several FIGS, to denote enciphering) and then sent from web 

20 browser 103 to web server 105. Web server 105 may now decipher initial login data 
10 for further processing. 

To more clearly describe the present invention, a Kerberos embodiment for 
computer network 100 is described herein below in this Detailed Description. Thus, 
initial login data 10 for this exemplary embodiment comprises a Kerberos user 

25 principal name and Kerberos user password. However, it should be appreciated that 
computer network 100 may comprise any of a number of security protocols, many of 
which may be found in 'Applied Cryptography Second Edition: protocols, 
algorithms, and source code in C" by Bruce Schneier, published by John Wiley & 
Sons, Inc., New York, 1996 (ISBN 0-471-12845-7). Some other security protocols 

30 which may be used include without limitation DCE Security, SESAME, and the 
like. 
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Contemporaneously with receiving initial login data 10, web server 105 
executes service interface process 106, which may be a Common Gateway Interface 
(CGI) service interface process ("CGI process") 106 as illustratively shown in FIG. 
1 and the like. Though CGI process 106 is illustratively shown as a separate process 
5 from web server 105, it should be understood that alternatively process 106 may be 
embedded in web server 105, such as a "servlet." 

Web server 105 provides CGI process 106 initial login data 10. CGI process 
106 provides an interface for passing login data 10 to initialization client 107. In the 
exemplary embodiment illustratively shown in FIG. 1, initialization client 107 is a 
10 Kerberos initialization client. 

Kerberos initialization client 107 sends a request for a ticket granting ticket 
(TGT), namely TGT request 1 13, to Key Distribution Center (KDC) 108 of 
authentication server 1 10. TGT request 1 13 may comprise at least a portion of login 
data 10, such as a Kerberos user principal name. KDC 108 creates KDC session key 
15 31, extracts a Kerberos user principal key from database 109 using the above- 
mentioned Kerberos user principal name from TGT request 1 1 3 as a pointer, and 
creates TGT 30. In the exemplary embodiment illustratively shown in FIG. 1 , 
database 109 is a Kerberos database. TGT 30 and KDC session key 31 are 
collectively referred to herein as "credentials" 12; however, it should be appreciated 
20 that other security protocols may be used in accordance with the present invention 
and likewise other client-authenticating information may be used. KDC 108 
enciphers KDC session key 31 with the above-identified user principal key, and then 
provides TGT 30 and enciphered KDC session key 3 1 to Kerberos initialization 
client 107. 

25 Kerberos initialization client 107, using the Kerberos user principal 

password, generates a user principal key and uses it to decipher KDC session key 
31. Kerberos initialization client 107 may store credentials 12 on disk or in some 
form of system memory, as illustratively shown in FIG. 1 as credentials cache 1 12. 
After storing credentials 12, Kerberos initialization client 107 may exit. 

30 Additional details with respect to the above-description of FIG. 1 may be found in 
Shambroom-I. 
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With continuing reference to FIG. 1, CGI process 106 obtains credentials 12 
from credentials cache 1 12. CGI process 106 encodes credentials 12 and provides 
them to web server 105. By way of example and not limitation, credentials 12 may 
be American Standard Code for Information Interchange (ASCII) encoded and 
5 Uniform Resource Locator (URL) encoded. After encoding, credentials 12 are in a 
character data string form. Such a character data string may be used as an HTTP 
"cookie" 14. By "cookie", it is meant a piece of information a server may store on a 
client for later retrieval. This data character string represents the value of an HTTP 
"cookie." CGI process 106 may now cause credentials cache 1 12 to be erased (e.g., 

10 written over one or more times) for security, and CGI process 106 may then exit. 

HTTP "cookie" 14 and HTML command form 15 are enciphered by web server 105, 
and then HTTP cookie 14 and HTML command form 15 are sent to client 101, or 
more particularly web browser 103. Notably, HTTP is stateless, so HTTP cookie 14 
may be used to preserve information regarding a state after one or more subsequent 

15 HTTP sessions or invocations. Accordingly, HTTP cookie 14 and HTML command 
form 15 may be used by web browser 103 to initiate one or more subsequent remote 
interactive logins, as is explained in more detail elsewhere herein. For purposes of 
security, HTTP cookie 14 is not stored on a disk medium or any other form of non- 
volatile storage media. 

20 

Download of Executable Content 

Referring to FIG. 2, there is illustratively shown a block diagram of an 
exemplary portion of an embodiment of computer network 100 in accordance with 
the present invention. Using HTML form 15 (illustratively shown in FIG. 1), a user 
25 may input remote interactive login data 16. Client 101, or more particularly web 
browser 103, provides HTTP cookie 14 and remote interactive login data 16 to web 
server 105 over data link 104. As previously mentioned, web browser 103 and web 
server 105 have established a security protocol involving enciphering and 
deciphering. 

30 Remote interactive login data 16 comprises at least one remote host name 

and at least one remote user name. More specifically, remote interactive login data 

8 
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16 may comprise one or more pairs of remote host and user names, or multiple 
remote host names and a single remote user name. A remote user name may be the 
same as or different from a portion of an above-mentioned Kerberos user principle 
name. 

5 To more clearly describe the present invention, a Java embodiment is 

described herein below in this Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention. However, 
it should be appreciated that other downloadable executable content may be used. 
Web server 105 executes CGI process 206, and then provides HTTP cookie 14 and 
remote interactive login data 16 to CGI process 206. Though CGI process 206 is 

10 illustratively shown as a separate process from web server 105, it should be 
understood that alternatively process 206 may be embedded in web server 105. 
CGI process 206 dynamically creates an HTML document 17, where HTTP cookie 
14 and remote interactive login data 16 may be used to set one or more values of 
applet parameters. By dynamically creates, it is meant that at least one newly 

15 determined parameter value is provided for each remote interactive login. 

Web server 105 sends HTML document 17 to web browser 103, and in 
response thereto web browser 103 sends Java class download request 18 to web 
server 105. In response to Java class download request 18, web server 105 retrieves 
one or more "Java classes" 19 from Java archive 7. By "Java classes," it is meant 

20 compiled Java source code programs. Information in HTML document 17 may be 
used as a pointer to one or more "Java classes" 19 for accessing and downloading 
thereof. 

Web server 105 sends one or more retrieved Java classes 19 to web browser 
103. In response thereto, web browser 103 starts a "Java virtual machine," which 

25 loads retrieved Java classes 1 9 and associated parameter values. By "Java virtual 
machine," it is meant a computer emulation that may be run on a computer. Java 
applet 21 identified in HTML document 17 is executed using Java classes 19. Java 
applet 21 uses parameter values 13 from web browser 103, which were obtained 
from HTML document 17. 

30 With continuing reference to FIG. 2 and renewed reference to FIG. 1, it 

should be appreciated that Java applet 21 contains parameter values 13 to enable 



9 



WO 00/79432 



PCT/US00/16055 



another process to communicate with KDC 108, as is explained below in more 
detail. Accordingly, it will become more apparent from the Detailed Description 
below, that HTTP cookie 14 has provided information as to a prior state that may be 
used for one or more subsequent authenticated and enciphered sessions. 

5 

Remote Interactive Login Connection - Providing a Remote Interactive Login Client 
with a Restored TGT and KDC Session Key 

Owing to the above described download of Java applet 21, a remote 
interactive login connection with remote host 1 14 may be established, as is 
10 explained in more detail with reference to FIG. 3, where there is illustratively shown 
a block diagram of an exemplary portion of an embodiment of computer network 
100 in accordance with the present invention. Java applet 21 may include a virtual 
terminal emulator, including without limitation VT320, among other well-known 
terminal emulations. 

15 Java applet 21 and execution server 305 exchange information using a 

protocol stack, which may include SSL or some other security protocol. In an 
embodiment employing SSL, execution server 305 obtains an X.509 certificate from 
certificate database 6. At or near the end of initialization of this security protocol, 
execution server 305 changes communication with Java applet 21 from an non- 
20 enciphered state to an enciphered state and executes an interface, which may be 
"pseudo-terminal" interface 306. By "pseudo-terminal" interface, it is meant a 
terminal line-discipline front-end. Accordingly, pseudo-terminal interface 306 
provides a terminal line-discipline front-end for subsequent processing. 

Execution server 305 passes name 309 of shell service interface 310 as an 
25 input parameter to pseudo-terminal interface 306. Java applet 21 sends remote 

interactive login data 16 and encoded credentials 12, passed as dynamically created 
parameter values 13 (shown in FIG. 2), to execution server 305. Execution server 
305 provides remote interactive login data 16 and encoded credentials 12 to pseudo- 
terminal interface 306. 
30 Pseudo-terminal interface 306 executes shell service interface 3 10, and 

pseudo-terminal interface 306 passes remote interactive login data 16 and encoded 

10 
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credentials 12 to shell service interface 310. Shell service interface 310 decodes 
encoded credentials 12. Shell service 310 may then temporarily store decoded 
credentials 12 in credentials cache 112. 

Shell service interface 310 executes remote interactive login client 311 
5 providing remote interactive login data 16 to remote interactive login client 31 1 as 
one or more input parameters. Remote interactive login client 3 1 1 obtains TGT 30 
and KDC session key 31 from decoded credentials 12 stored in credentials cache 
112. Therefore, it should be understood that Java applet 21 has been used to restore 
TGT 30 and KDC session key 31. 

10 

Remote Interactive Login 

With continuing reference to FIG. 3, after obtaining TGT 30 from credentials 
cache 1 12, remote interactive login client 31 1 communicates with authentication 
server 1 10 in an enciphered state over data link 111 for purposes of validation. 

15 Remote interactive login client 31 1 sends TGT 3 1 and a Kerberos authenticator 401 
to KDC 108. KDC 108 returns another Kerberos authenticator 402 to remote 
interactive login client 311. Again, it should be understood that although a Kerberos 
protocol uses authenticators and tickets for credentials, other protocols and likewise 
one or more other forms of credentials may be employed for authentication, 

20 enciphered communication, timestamping, or like purposes. After which, remote 
interactive login client 311 sends a server ticket request 403 to KDC 108, and then 
may receive a server ticket 3 12 and a remote host session key 314 from 
authentication server 1 10. 

With continuing reference to FIG. 3, remote host 1 14 is operatively coupled 

25 via data link 313 for communication with gateway 102. After receiving server ticket 
312 from authentication server 1 10, remote interactive login client 311 sends via 
data link 313 a connection request 315 to network "service" 1 15 of remote host 1 14. 
Network service 1 15 may be an "internet super-daemon." 

In response to receiving connection request 315, network service 115 

30 executes remote interactive login server 1 16. Remote interactive login client 311 
sends server ticket 312 and a Kerberos authenticator 404 to remote interactive login 

11 
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server 116, and remote interactive login server 116 returns another Kerberos 
authenticator 405 to remote interactive login client 31 1. After which, remote 
interactive login server 1 16 and remote interactive login client 31 1 communicate in 
an enciphered state. 

5 Then remote interactive login client 3 1 1 sends at least a portion of remote 

interactive login data 16 to remote interactive login server 116. In this exemplary 
embodiment, a Kerberos principal name from remote interactive login data 16 may 
be sent to remote interactive login server 116. In response to receiving a Kerberos 
principal name of remote interactive login data 16, remote interactive login server 

10 116 checks access control list (ACL) database 1 19 for user authorization, which 
includes a list of Kerberos principal names. If access is granted, remote interactive 
login server 1 16 executes interactive command shell 117. As a UNIX embodiment 
is described herein, interactive command shell 1 17 is used. However, it should be 
understood that other forms of command interfaces for remote use may be 

15 employed. 

Remote Interactive Login Session 

After execution of interactive command shell 1 17, a bi-directional data path 
from client 101 to remote host 1 14 through gateway 102 is established for an 

20 interactive login session, as is illustratively shown the block diagram of FIG. 4. 

Communication over data links 104 and 313 is enciphered. A user of client 101 may 
now exchange information with interactive command shell 1 17 over enciphered 
connections between Java applet 21 and execution sever 305 and between remote 
interactive login client 311 and remote interactive login server 1 16, as indicated by 

25 dashed lines. 

With continuing reference to FIG. 4 and renewed reference to FIG. 3, at the 
end of a remote interactive login session, a user using Java applet 21 may cause 
interactive command shell 1 17 to exit. In which event, remote interactive login 
server 116 closes the connection via data link 313 to remote interactive login client 
30 31 1 and then exits. Remote interactive login client 3 1 1 exits and returns control to 
shell service interface 310. Shell service interface 310 erases credentials cache 112 
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and then exits. Pseudo-terminal interface 306 exits, and execution server 205 closes 
the connection via data link 104 to Java applet 21. Java applet 21 may be exited by 
a user of client 101. 

Although the present invention has been particularly shown and described 
5 with respect to certain embodiments thereof, including without limitation a best 
mode if any, it should be readily apparent to those of skill in the art that various 
structural, logical, electrical, and other changes in form and detail may be made to 
these embodiments without departing from the scope of the present invention as set 
forth in the appended claims. Accordingly, the present invention is defined only by 
10 the appended claims that follow this detailed description. 
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Claims: 

1 . A method for enhanced security for a remote login, comprising: 
providing a client; 

5 providing a gateway adapted for communication with the client; 

providing an authentication server adapted for communication with the 
gateway; 

providing authentication information from the client to the gateway; 
obtaining from the authentication server client-authenticating information; 
10 encoding the client-authenticating information; 

providing the encoded client-authenticating information from the gateway to 
the client; 

providing remote login information and the encoded client-authenticating 
information from the client to the gateway; and 
15 using the remote login information and the encoded client-authenticating 

information to provide downloadable executable content to the client. 

2. The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 
providing an application on the client; and 

20 operating the application on the client using the downloadable executable 

content. 

3. The method of Claim 2, wherein the encoded client-authenticating 
information is a Hypertext Transport Protocol (HTTP) cookie, and wherein the 

25 application is web browser. 

4. A method for enhanced security for a remote login, comprising: 
providing a client workstation; 

providing a web server in communication with the client workstation; 
30 establishing enciphered communication between the client workstation and the web 
server; 

14 
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providing login information from the client workstation to the web server; 
invoking by the web server a service interface; 

providing the login information to an initialization client using the service 
interface; 

5 providing client-identifying information associated with the login 

information to the authentication server; 

obtaining from the authentication server client-authenticating information in 
response to the client-identifying information provided; 

encoding the client-authenticating information; 
10 enciphering the encoded client-authenticating information; 

providing the enciphered encoded client-authenticating information from the 
web server to the client workstation as a character data string; 

providing remote login information and the character data string from the 
client to the gateway; 

15 using the remote login information and the character data string to provide 

downloadable executable content to the client workstation; and 

operating an application on the client workstation using the downloadable 
executable content. 

20 5. The method of Claim 4, wherein the web server is a portion of a gateway, the 
gateway comprising at least one programmed computer having an operating system 
and web server software. 

6. The method of Claim 5, wherein the client workstation and the web server 
25 are operatively coupled via an insecure network. 

7. The method of Claim 6, wherein the initialization client and the 
authentication server are operatively coupled via an insecure network 

30 8. The method of Claim 7, wherein the insecure network is a portion the 
Internet. 
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9. A method for enhanced security for an application using downloadable 
executable content in a computer network, the method comprising: 

providing the computer network with a first and a second client, and a first 
5 and a second server; 

operatively coupling the first client to the first server; 
establishing enciphered communication between the first client and the first 
server using a first security protocol; 

providing login information from the first client to the first server; 
10 invoking a service interface with the first server; 

providing the login information to the second client using the service 
interface; 

operatively coupling the second client to the second server; 

providing client-identifying information associated with the login 
15 information to the second server; 

providing to the second client client-authenticating information from the 
second server in response to the client-identifying information provided; 

encoding the client-authenticating information with the service interface; 

enciphering the encoded client-authenticating information with the first 
20 server; and 

providing the enciphered encoded client-authenticating information from the 
first server to the first client as a character data string. 

10. The method of Claim 9, wherein the character data string is a value of a 
25 Hypertext Transport Protocol (HTTP) cookie. 

11. The method of Claim 10, wherein the client identification information 
comprises a portion of the login information. 
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12. The method of Claim 10, wherein the first client comprises a first computer 
having a web browser, and the first server comprises a second computer having a 
web server. 

5 13. The method of Claim 12, wherein the first security protocol is a Secure 

Sockets Layer protocol, and wherein the second security protocol comprises at least 
a portion of a Kerberos protocol. 

14. The method of Claim 13, wherein the first client and the first server are 

10 operatively coupled via an insecure network, and the second server and the second 
client are operatively coupled via the insecure network. 

15. The method of Claim 14, wherein the insecure network is a portion of the 
Internet. 

15 

16. A method for enhanced security for an application using downloadable 
executable content in a computer network, comprising: 

providing a client workstation, the client workstation comprising a 
programmed computer having a web browser; 
20 providing a gateway, the gateway comprising another programmed computer 

having a web server; 

operatively coupling the web browser to the web server using a World Wide 
Web network; 

exchanging information between the web browser and the web server using a 
25 protocol stack; 

establishing enciphered communication between the web browser and the 
web server using a security layer of the protocol stack; 

providing login information from the web browser to the web server; 
invoking by the web server a service interface; 
30 providing the login information to a initialization client using the service 

interface; 
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operatively coupling the initialization client to an authentication server; 
providing client-identifying information associated with the login 
information to the authentication server; 

providing client-authenticating information to the initialization client in response to 
5 the client-identifying information provided to the authentication server; 

encoding the client-authenticating information with the service interface; 
enciphering the encoded client-authenticating information; and 
providing the enciphered encoded client-authenticating information from the 
web server to the web browser as a value of a Hypertext Transport Protocol (HTTP) 
10 cookie. 

17. The method of Claim 16, wherein the initialization client is a Kcrberos 
initialization client. 

15 18. The method of Claim 17, wherein the login information comprises a 
Kerberos user principal name and a Kerberos user password, and the client- 
identifying information comprises a Kerberos user principal name. 

19. The method of Claim 16, wherein the service interface is a Common 
20 Gateway Interface service interface process. 

20. The method of Claim 1 6, wherein the client-authenticating information is 
American Standard Code for Information Interchange (ASCII) encoded. 

25 21. The method of Claim 1 6, wherein the client-authenticating information is 
Uniform Resource Locator (URL) encoded. 

22. The method of Claim 16, wherein the client-authenticating information is 
American Standard Code for Information Interchange (ASCII) and Uniform 
30 Resource Locator (URL) encoded. 
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23. The method of Claim 16, further comprising the step of temporarily storing 
the client-authenticating information. 

24. A method for enhanced security for an application using downloadable 
5 executable content in a computer network, comprising: 

providing a client, the client comprising a computer having a web browser 
and a data character string temporarily stored in the client, the data character string 
comprising client-authenticating information from a prior login session; 

providing a gateway, the gateway comprising another computer having a 
10 web server and comprising an archive of programs, the gateway and the client using 
a security protocol for enciphered communication; 

providing remote login data and the client-authenticating information from 
the client to the gateway; 

invoking by the gateway a service interface; 
15 providing the remote login data and the client-authenticating information to 

the service interface; 

providing from the service interface at least one determined parameter value 
associated with the remote login data and the client-authenticating information; 

providing the at least one determined parameter value from the gateway to 
20 the client; 

requesting by the client at least one program from the archive of programs; 
providing to the client the at least one program requested from the archive: and 

operating a virtual machine on the client using the at least one parameter 
value and the at least one program. 

25 

25. The method of Claim 24, wherein the remote login data comprises at least 
one remote host name and at least one remote user name. 

26. The method of Claim 24, wherein the remote login data comprises at least 
30 one pair of remote host and user names. 
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27. The method of Claim 24, wherein the remote login data comprises a single 
remote user name and a plurality of remote host names. 

28. A method for enhanced security for an application using downloadable 
5 executable content in a computer network, comprising: 

providing a client, the client comprising a computer having a web browser 
and a data character string temporarily stored at the client, the data character string 
comprising client-authenticating information from a prior login session, the data 
character string representing a value of a Hypertext Transport Protocol cookie; 

10 providing a gateway, the gateway comprising another computer having a 

web server operatively coupled to a Java classes archive, the web server and the 
browser using a security protocol for enciphered communication; 

providing remote login data and the client-authenticating information from 
the web browser to the web server; 

15 invoking a service interface by the web server; 

providing the remote login data and the client-authenticating information to the 
service interface; 

dynamically creating parameter values using the remote login data and the 
client-authenticating information provided to the service interface; 
20 providing the parameter values from the service interface to the web 

browser; 

providing a request from the web browser to the web server for a Java class 
download from the Java classes archive; 

providing to the web browser at least one Java class requested from the Java 
25 classes archive; and 

operating a Java virtual machine on the client using the parameter values and 
the at least one Java class requested. 

29. The method of Claim 28, wherein the remote login data comprises at least 
30 one remote host name and at least one remote user name. 
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30. The method of Claim 28, wherein the remote login data comprises at least 
one pair of remote host and user names. 

3 1 . The method of Claim 28, wherein the remote login data comprises a single 
5 remote user name and a plurality of remote host names. 

32. A method for enhanced security for an application using downloadable 
executable content in a computer network, comprising: 

providing a client, the client comprising a computer having a web browser 
10 and a data character string temporarily stored at the client, the data character string 
comprising client-authenticating information from a prior login session, the data 
character string representing a value a Hypertext Transport Protocol cookie; 

providing a gateway, the gateway comprising another computer having a 
web server operatively coupled to a Java classes archive, the web server and the 
15 browser using a security protocol for enciphered communication; 

providing remote login data and the client-authenticating information from 
the web browser to the web server, the remote login data selected from at least one 
remote host name and at least one remote user name, at least one pair of remote host 
and user names, and a single remote user name and a plurality of remote host names; 
20 invoking a Common Gateway Interface ("CGI") service by the web server; 

providing the remote login data and the client-authenticating information to 
the CGI service; 

using the CGI service to dynamically create parameter values from the 
remote login data and the client-authenticating information provided thereto; 
25 providing the parameter values from the CGI service to the web server and 

then to the web browser; 

providing a request from the web browser to the web server for at least one 
Java class; 

providing from the web server to the web browser the at least one Java class 
30 requested from a Java classes archive; and 
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operating a Java virtual machine on the client using the parameter values and 
the at least one Java class, the Java virtual machine comprising a Java applet. 

33. The method of Claim 32, wherein the parameter values provided from the 
5 CGI service are sent in a Hypertext Markup Language ("HTML") document, the 

HTML document comprising a reference to the at least one Java class. 

34. A method for enhanced security for an application using downloadable 
executable content in a computer network, comprising: 

10 providing a client, the client comprising a programmed computer having the 

downloadable executable content, the downloadable executable content comprising 
encoded client-authenticating information from a prior login session; 

providing a gateway, the gateway comprising an execution server and a 
remote login client, the execution server and the downloadable executable content 
15 using a security protocol for enciphered communication over an insecure network; 

invoking by the execution server a first interface; 

providing remote login data and the encoded client-authenticating 
information from the downloadable executable content to the execution server and to 
the first interface; 

20 providing a name from the execution server to the first interface; 

invoking with the first interface a second interface associated with the name; 
providing the encoded client-authenticating information and the remote login 
data from the first interface to the second interface; 

decoding the encoded client-authenticating information to provide decoded 
25 client-authenticating information; 

invoking with the second interface a remote login client; 
providing the decoded client-authenticating information to the remote login 
client; and 

using the remote login client to obtain a previously created key and a 
30 previously created credential from the client-authenticating information. 
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35. The method of Claim 34, further comprising: 

using at least a portion of the client-authenticating information for 
authentication by an authentication server. 



5 36. The method of Claim 35, further comprising: 

establishing enciphered communication with a remote host over the insecure 
network; 

providing the remote login data from the remote login client to a remote 
login server of the remote login host; and 
10 using the remote login data provided to establish a bi-directional data path 

between the remote login host and the client through the gateway; 

wherein the bi-directional data path comprises enciphered communication 
over the insecure network between the client and the gateway and between the 
gateway and the remote host. 

15 

37. A method for enhanced security for an application using downloadable 
executable content in a computer network, comprising: 

providing a client, the client comprising a programmed computer having the 
downloadable executable content, the downloadable executable content comprising 
20 encoded client-authenticating information from a prior login session and comprising 
terminal emulation; 

providing a gateway, the gateway comprising an execution server and a 
remote login client, the execution server and the downloadable executable content 
using a security protocol for enciphered communication over an insecure network; 
25 executing by the execution server a pseudo-terminal interface; 

providing remote login data and the encoded client-authenticating 
information from the downloadable executable content to the execution server and to 
the pseudo-terminal interface; 

providing a shell service interface name from the execution server to the 
30 pseudo-terminal interface; 

executing by the pseudo-terminal interface a shell service interface; 
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providing the encoded client-authenticating information and the remote login 
data from the pseudo-terminal interface to the shell service interface; 

decoding the encoded client-authenticating information to provide decoded 
client-authenticating information; 
5 temporarily storing the decoded client-authenticating information; 

executing by the shell service interface a remote login client; 

providing the client-authenticating information stored to the remote login 
client; and 

using the remote login client to obtain a previously created ticket granting 
10 ticket and session key from the client-authenticating information. 

38. The method of Claim 37, further comprising: 

providing from the remote login client to an authentication server the ticket 
granting ticket and a first authenticator; 
15 receiving from the authentication server to the remote login client a second 

authenticator; 

providing from the remote interactive login client to the authentication server 
a server ticket request; and 

receiving from the authentication server to the remote login client a server 
20 ticket and a remote host session key. 

39. The method of Claim 38, further comprising: 

providing a connection request from the remote login client to a network 
service, the network service being a portion of a remote host; 
25 executing by the network service a remote login server; 

providing from the remote login client to the remote login server the server 
ticket and a third authenticator; 

receiving from the remote login server to the remote interactive login client a 
fourth authenticator; 

30 providing the remote login data from the remote login client to the remote 

login server; and 
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accessing an access control list database with the remote login server using 
the remote login data to check for authorization; and 

executing by the remote login server an interactive command shell. 

5 40. A method for enhanced security for an application using downloadable 
executable content in a computer network, comprising: 

providing a client, the client comprising a computer having a Java applet, the 
Java applet comprising encoded client-authenticating information from a prior login 
session and comprising terminal emulation; 
10 providing a gateway, the gateway comprising an execution server and a 

remote interactive login client, the execution server and the Java applet using a 
security protocol for enciphered communication over an insecure network; 

executing by the execution server a pseudo-terminal interface; 
providing remote login data and the encoded client-authenticating information from 
15 the Java applet to the execution server; 

providing a shell service interface name from the execution server to the 
pseudo-terminal interface; 

executing by the pseudo-terminal interface a shell service interface; 
providing the remote login data and the encoded client-authenticating 
20 information from the execution server and to the pseudo-terminal interface; 

providing the encoded client-authenticating information and the remote login 
data from the pseudo-terminal interface to the shell service interface; 

decoding the encoded client-authenticating information to provide decoded 
client-authenticating information; 
25 temporarily storing the decoded client-authenticating information; 

executing by the shell service interface a remote interactive login client; 
providing the decoded client-authenticating information stored to the remote 
interactive login client; and 

using the remote interactive login client to obtain a previously created ticket 
30 granting ticket and key distribution center ("KDC") session key from the decoded 
client-authenticating information. 
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4 1 . The method of Claim 40, further comprising: 

providing from the remote interactive login client to a KDC the ticket 
granting ticket and a first authenticator; 
5 receiving from the KDC to the remote interactive login client a second 

authenticator; 

providing from the remote interactive login client to the KDC a server ticket 
request; and 

receiving from the KDC to the remote interactive login client a server ticket 
10 and a remote host session key. 

42. The method of Claim 4 1 , further comprising: 

providing a connection request from the remote interactive login client to a 
network service, the network service being a portion of a remote host; 
15 executing by the network service a remote interactive login server; 

providing from remote interactive login client to remote interactive login 
server the server ticket and a third authenticator; 

receiving from remote interactive login server to remote interactive login 
client a fourth authenticator; 
20 providing the remote interactive login data from the remote interactive login 

client to the remote interactive login server; and 

accessing an access control list database by the remote interactive login 
server using the remote interactive login data to check for authorization; and 

executing by the remote interactive login server an interactive command 

25 shell. 

43. A computer network for enhanced security for an application using 
downloadable executable content, comprising: 

a client, the client comprising a first programmed computer, the first 
30 programmed computer having first authentication means for authenticating the 
client; 
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a gateway, the gateway comprising a second programmed computer, the 
second programmed computer comprising an execution server, a pseudo-terminal 
interface and a remote interactive login client, the gateway and the client having 
enciphering means for enciphered communication therebetween, the gateway having 
5 extracting means for obtaining at least a portion of the first authentication means; 

a first data link means for operatively coupling the client to the gateway for 
electrical communication therebetween; 

an authentication server, the authentication server comprising a third 
programmed computer, the authentication server second authentication means for 
10 authenticating the client using the at least a portion of the first authenticating means 
and to provide a remote login session credential; 

a second data link means for operatively coupling the gateway to the 
authentication server for electrical communication therebetween; 

a remote host, the remote host comprising a fourth programmed computer, 
15 the fourth programmed computer comprising a remote login server and an 

interactive command interface, the remote host having receiving means to receive 
the remote login session credential, having enciphering means for enciphered 
communication with the gateway and having authorization means to determine 
authorization status of the client; and 
20 a third data link means for operatively coupling the gateway to the remote 

host for electrical communication therebetween.. 

44. A computer network for enhanced security for an application using 

downloadable executable content, comprising: 
25 a client, the client comprising a first programmed computer, the first 

programmed computer comprising downloadable executable content, the 

downloadable executable content configured with client-authenticating information; 
a gateway, the gateway comprising a second programmed computer, the 

second programmed computer comprising an execution server, a pseudo-terminal 
30 interface and a remote interactive login client, the gateway and the client configured 
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for enciphered communication therebetween, the gateway configured for extracting 
at least a portion of the client-authenticating information; 

a first data link configured for operatively coupling the client to the gateway 
for electrical communication therebetween; 
5 an authentication server, the authentication server comprising a third 

programmed computer, the authentication server configured to authenticate the 
client using the at least a portion of the client-authenticating information and to 
provide the remote login session credential in response to authentication of the 
client; 

10 a second data link configured for operatively coupling the gateway to the 

authentication server for electrical communication therebetween; 

a remote host, the remote host comprising a fourth programmed computer, 
the fourth programmed computer comprising a remote login server and an 
interactive command interface, the remote host configured to receive the remote 
15 login session credential for enciphered communication with the gateway and to 
determine authorization of the client; and 

a third data link configured for operatively coupling the gateway to the 
remote host for electrical communication therebetween. 

20 45. The computer network of Claim 44, further comprising at least one security 
protocol for enciphered communication over the first, the second and the third data 
link. 

46. The computer network of Claim 45, wherein the first, the second and the 
25 third data link comprise at least a portion of the Internet, and wherein the first 

computer comprises a web browser. 

47. The computer network of Claim 44, further comprising at least two security 
protocols for enciphered communication over the first, the second and the third data 

30 link, the first, the second and the third data link forming a portion of an insecure 
network. 
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48. The computer network of Claim 47, wherein the downloadable executable 
content comprises a Java applet. 

5 49. The computer network of Claim 47, wherein the second computer comprises 
a shell service interface for communication with the remote interactive login client. 

50. The computer network of Claim 49, wherein the second computer comprises 
a certificate database to support enciphered communication with the client. 

10 

5 1 . The computer network of Claim 50, wherein the second computer comprises 
volatile memory for temporarily storing the client-authenticating information. 

52. The computer network of Claim 47, wherein the third computer comprises a 
15 key distribution center and Kerberos database for the authentication. 

53. The computer network of Claim 47, wherein the fourth computer comprises 
a network service configured for communication with the remote interactive login 
client. 

20 

54. The computer network of Claim 53, wherein the fourth computer comprises 
an access control list database and a key database. 

55. The computer network of Claim 54, wherein the interactive command 
25 interface is an interactive command shell. 
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